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QUEENS CIVICS OPPOSE CITY'S ZONING SCHEME FOR JAMAICA

Queens Civic Congress Executive Vice-President Patricia Dolan delivered the following
testimony at a meeting of Queens Community Board 8's Zoning Committee opposing the City's
Proposal to Up-zone Hillside Avenue as part of its Jamaica Zoning Scheme, Tuesday, March 6,
2007:

The Queens Civic Congress, a coalition of more than 110 civic, community and neighborhood
based organizations representing tenants, co-operators and homeowners living in every part of
Queens, welcomes the opportunity to address the Department of City’s proposal to rezone the
Hillside Avenue element of the plan to rezone more than 350 blocks of Jamaica, including the
central business district.

We regret that we are unable to support the Department’s plan for Hillside Avenue, which would
increase congestion along one of Queens’ most traveled roadways, overtax an already
overburdened infrastructure and impose unacceptable residential density on the Hillside Avenue
corridor.

The height and density of development that the plan would impose on Jamaica Estates, Jamaica
Hill and Briarwood would be out of context for those neighborhoods. We look upon the
proposal for Hillside Avenue to be the opening salvo in a campaign by the Department of City
Planning to introduce high density, high rise residential development to other major corridors
throughout Queens and the other boroughs.

We have serious doubts about the conclusions regarding environmental impacts in the Draft EIS.
Transportation, sewer capacity, water supply, utilities and other infrastructure would be seriously
overburdened by adoption of this plan. The effects on the E and F lines would be felt as far away
as Jackson Heights.

We will discuss these and other concerns at CB 12’s hearings in the coming months.

Meantime, we urge CB 8 to reject this zoning proposal which, in our opinion, would bring chaos
to Hillside Avenue to much of Jamaica.
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